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2009 Bookcrossing Convention
Christchurch, New Zealand    April 17-19, 2009

Newsletter #7, April 2009
In this issue:

· Not many sleeps to go!
· Programme finalised

· Exciting supply store news!

· Who’s that Bookcrosser?
· A dinner or two… and more

· Attention Tranzalpinists!

· Anyone for wine?

Not many sleeps to go!
Suddenly it’s April, and you know what that means: the convention is THIS MONTH!!!  Less than three weeks away, in fact.  As Mum would say, “Not many sleeps to go now!”

But if you haven’t registered yet, don’t despair, it’s not too late.  Download a registration form from http://www.pchelpchristchurch.co.nz/bookcrossing/registration.shtml today, and join us at the biggest celebration of Bookcrossing that Christchurch has ever seen.
Programme finalised
And while you’re at the convention website, have a look at the Convention Programme at http://www.pchelpchristchurch.co.nz/bookcrossing/programme.shtml, which we’ve updated with lots more details, and the times and locations for each event.  So now you can plan exactly how you want to spend your weekend (and exactly how little sleep you’re going to get!).  
Hopefully we’ve covered everything you’ll need to know, but if we’ve missed anything, feel free to ask.

Exciting Supply Store news!
Thanks to newk’s generosity in offering to underwrite a Supply Store shipment, we can now announce that there will be a Supply Store table at the convention.  We’ll have a wide array of goodies to tempt you, so don’t forget to put a few extra dollars in your pocket so you can deck your books (and yourself!) out in all the latest BC fashions. Plus of course every purchase directly supports Bookcrossing.com and helps keep the site running.

Who’s that Bookcrosser?

Everyone who’s been to a Bookcrossing convention will know the feeling.  You have a great weekend, and talk to loads of fabulous people, but on your way home you suddenly realise that a Bookcrosser you really wanted to meet was there, but you didn’t know what she looked like so you never found her to introduce yourself.
Well, we think we’ve found the solution to that age-old problem.  Sherlockfan has been diligently emailing and PMing everyone who’s registered for the convention, and has asked them to send her a photo of themselves.  Once she’s collected up everyone’s photos, she’ll label them with screen-names and mount them on a display, so you’ll be able to put faces to all those names you know so well from the forums, and hopefully find them in the crowd.

So don’t forget to get your photo to Sherlockfan as soon as possible, so your forum friends don’t go away disappointed to have missed you.
A dinner or two… and more
When Bookcrossers get together, they want to spend as much time together as possible.  So as well as the official convention events, there’s loads of unofficial events being planned.  There are groups getting together for dinner on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday night, taking a ride on the gondola, and going hiking in the hills (or is that mountains? (). Check out the Conventions and Meetings forum (http://www.bookcrossing.com/forum/22) to find out what’s being planned and join the fun.
Attention Tranzalpinists!
If you’re joining us for the Tranzalpine trip then please make sure you’re at the railway station by 7.45 am.  Tranzrail don’t assign seats until check-in, so if we want to sit together we need to make sure we check in as a group.

Those of you staying in the central city area might want to organise a shared taxi to take you to the station, as it’s a fair distance away.  The Conventions and Meetings forum (http://www.bookcrossing.com/forum/22) is probably the best place to coordinate this.
In Greymouth we’ll be being met at the station by local Bookcrossers annenz and simplyreflected, who have promised to release some books around the area for us to find.  We’ll only have an hour to have a quick look around Greymouth before we have to get back on the train and go home, so we suggest you buy lunch on the train rather than rushing around trying to find somewhere to eat in Greymouth.
Anyone for wine?
After a few false starts and endless negotiation with bus companies, we can finally confirm that the Wine Trail will be going ahead on Sunday afternoon.   Sixteen people responded to our initial call for interest, so we’ve based the cost on those numbers, working out at $65 per person.  This cost includes the bus, tastings at three wineries, and an antipasto platter at one of them – and of course, as our driver is a Bookcrosser, we’ll fit in a few stops at good release locations.  As a comparison, one company offering a similar package (but without the Bookcrossing) charges $98 per person, so this trip is a real bargain.
We’ve got room for a lot more than 16 people on the bus, so don’t worry if you didn’t put your hand up before; it’s not too late.  Just drop us an email and we’ll reserve you a place.
********************************

Don’t forget to keep an eye on the convention website.  We’re constantly updating it with links and information to make your visit to Christchurch as enjoyable as possible.  And if there’s anything you need to know, just ask.  

http://www.pchelpchristchurch.co.nz/bookcrossing/chch2009.htm
See you soon!

The 2009 Convention Team

